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T 0 al Miniſters and Teachers in Churches and See 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace, from Gop the Father, and 
our Lord Jzsvs: Cuxisr, in We fellowſhip of the 
A Grost. 
Dearly beloved Brethren, 
"IV E me leave, who am the leaſt of all the Servant: 
| of Jeſus Chriſt, for the love wherewith God hath 
loved us in his Son, to dedicate to you the following 
Treatiſe, For though I be the meaneſt member in the 
| ſpiritual body of Chiilt, (if ſo much may be allowed me,) 
yet I am thereby made partaker of the life, ſpirit, and 
power reſiding. in him, as our bleſſed head. If there be 
any thing herein conformable to the mind of our great 
Shepherd, and proceeding. from the energy of his Spirit, 
| why ſhould it not be readily received? And if, after 
a true ſpiritual trial thereof, you find any thing faulty | 
or imperfett, commend it to the mercy of our great 
Shepherd, to correct in me by the gracious ann of 
his Spirit. 
1 do not offer this as 2 a piece of great learning. In- 
deed, the plain truth of my God, ſet forth in its natural 
luſtre, and the leaſt communication of his power affecting 
the heart, is infinitely more valuable to me than all the 
learning of this world. And my only boaſting in the 
Lord is this, that 1 have betaken myſelf to that ſchool 
wherein the higheſt wiſdom is, to know Jeſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified. And though I, who have ſearce 
learned the firſt elements thereof, have the boldnels to 
repeat this my leſſon in the hearing, of all, yet ought it 
not to be deemed an effect of pride; but the love of * 
neighbour conſtraineth me. 
My ſoul hath been many times grieved at the apparent 
eorruption, as of men in general, ſo of our Order in 
particular; and more eſpecially when 1 ſaw that the fear 
of man is become the epidemical diſtemper of our 
Teachers. When I reflect on the one hand with what. 
ſpirit, with what joy, with what undaunted courage and 
boldneſs, the ancient Servants of God ſet aſide all regard of 
man, and delivered as the Amballadors of the Lord, their. 
r | methagg 


(iv ) 
meſſage fully and plainly, though it expoſed han to the 
evident hazard of their lives; and on the other, how 
gently and ſoftly we go about it now, and how little we 
manifeſt the truth to the conſcience of every mam: When 
moreover conſidered, how. much they fuffered with 


Chriſt their Lord, for the lake of their teſtimony ; and how 
the molt of us take care to preach fo ſmoothly, as not to 
incur the leaſt ſhadow of their ſufferings : the difference 


| between us and them appeared ſo exceedingly great, chat 
1 could not but be aſtoniſhed at it. 


Brethren, I ſpeak with plainneſs and ſimplicity. When 


our Lord and Maſter was in this world, he was ſo far 


from deſiring the riches, honours, or pleaſures of it, that 
he was indeed the pooreſt and moſt deſpiſed among men: 
entirely {pending all the days of his humiliation, in pro- 
curing our ſalvation, And it is he that tells us, Who- 
ſoever doth not bear his croſs, and come after me, can- 
not be my diſciple.” We therefore ought to be ſo many 
_ thining lights, by our hearty denial of all the riches, 


* Honours, and pleaſures of this world; and by employing 
our lives entirely in the aſſiſtance of our neighbours, 
But if, on the contrary, we ſeek worldly things, then 


we depart from our glorious Pattern ; neither is there any 


thing that doth more effectually deprive us of the bleſſing £ 


of God upon our calling. For, ſure it is, the more we are 
concerned for honour, profit, or eaſe, the leſs ſhall we be 
concerned to promote the good of our neighbour. And 


as long as our minds are not wholly conformable to the 
mind of our great Shepherd, it is impoſſible he ſhould be 


well pleaſed with us; for © He trieth the hearts and 


reins,” On the contrary, did we defire nothing in wed 


world, we ſhould not fear it. 
Did we duly conſider, that there is a day before us 


when we muſt give an account to the great Biſhop of our 


ſouls, whether, according to his example, we had no- 
thing elſe in our eye but the ſalvation of mankind, 
ſhould we not apply ourſelves to our duty with another 
- kind of fervor than we have hitherto done? Should we 
not more effectually clear ourſelves from all ſuſpicion of 
either fearing or deſiring any thing in this world? Should 
we not be more earneſt to admoniſh every one in parti- 
cular? Should we not wreſtle more in our prayers for 
them 4 Should | we not, as ſoon as any good deſire ap- 
Peared 


1 


peared in any, more readily lend him our helping hand, 
that the ſpark of grace might be blown up into a flame ? 


Should not our outward converſation be more holy and 


conſequently more edifying ? Verily,, my brethren, I 
fear we have reaſon to be aſhamed, when we read what 


one- ſaith, A Chriſtian ought to be ſo enkindled and 


_ all:flaming with divine love, and both inwardly and out- 


wardly ſo conformable to God, that whenever any one 
came to him, he might hear nothing from him but God: 
and his heart and mind ought to be fo fixed on him by 
burning love, and ready in all things faithfully to obey 
his will, that ſuch: as viſited him, though with cold and 


lukewarm: hearts, might be heated, and ſet on fire by 
dim. As we ſee cold and dead coals are kindled, when: 


they are put to glowing ones.“ 1 
I have opened my mouth, my Brethren, and addreſſed 
you with the ſimplicity of a child, and am very willing . 


to appear mean in your eyes; only deſpiſe not the truth, 


which is not mine, but my Lord's and Saviour's. I am 


not aſhamed to acknowledge that I count not myſelf 


to have apprehended, or to be already perfect.“ But 


this I ay (my conſcience bearing me witneſs in the Hol 


Ghoſt, which alſo the rightcous Judge will teſtify for 
me at the great day) that ſince I have found grace in 
the eyes of my Lord, to perceive my own miſery, and 
the narrow way to eſcape from it; all' my thoughts and 
endeavours have been dent, in the faithfulneſs of my 
Heart, to continue therein, to purſue it more eagerly 


day by day, and as far as poſſible, to direct men to it.“ 


| I: neither deſpiſe nor envy any one of you that are of the 


ſame function with me. Nay, I know many among you 
to whom I think myſelf unworthy to do» the meanc{t:? 


ſervice. But I know many likewile, Whole converlatien 


is not at all conformable to the pattern Chriſt hath ſet 
us. And for theſe. I heartily pray, that God would ſhe. 


them the things that belong to their:eternal. peace. Nei- 
ther is my heart in the leaſt incenſed againſt them that 


moſt unjuſtly flander and reproach me. But I compat- 


ſionate them, ſince we muſt all one day appear before the 


fame judge: for my part I cannot call black white, nor 


take him for a follower of Chriſt, and a pattern of his 
flock; in-'whom-I' find nothing of the mind that was in 


Chriſt. £ | | XY : 
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If any thing has been vouchſafed to me, it is this 
(wherein I heartily rejoice) that J have been made, though 
in a very low degree, partaker of the ſufferings of Chriſt. 
And it is the greateſt comfort to me, that the men of this 
world ſpeak all manner of evil of me falſely, loading me 
with cenſures and accuſations, the groundleſſneſs whereof 
the Lord will diſcover at that day. e eee 
Let us all, my Brethren, think of this great day, and 
ſo even our accounts againſt it, that we may then appear 
with joy and confidence: let us caſt away all care, but 
this only. Let us drop all unprofitable conteſt, and with 
united hands carry on the work of the Lord, being 
heartily glad to ſee his glory advanced, be it by ourſelves 
or others. And 1 beſeech God, from the bottom of my 
heart, to influence you all with a rich meaſure of his 
Holy Spirit, to ſanctify you to himſelf, and to pour his 
tranſcendent bleſſing upon all your planting and water- 
ing! The ſpirit of love and of truth keep all your 
hearts, and lead them into the fellowſhip of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who alone is able to give that true peace, which the 
world cannot give. ) 


K October 26, 1731. . 5 
cus rus HERMAN, ENANck. 
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Of the Nature and Cauſes of the Fear of 1 


HE fear of man, in things pertaining to God, is a 
moſt heinous vice, and a kind of idolatry, where 


| by we think, ſpeak, or do ſome evil, or decline think- 


ing, ſpeaking, or doing ſome good, out of ſome ſort 


1 of conſideration of men, or apprehenſion of their diſ- 
pleaſure. Now the more there is of this fear mt -- 
_ cleaving to believers, the more dangerous: is the con- 


dition of their fouls. 

The cauſes hereof are either internal, or external 
The. internal are chiefly theſe : 

1. Unbelief, which is the root of all vices, 


2. The love of the world, and the things of mme 
World, and the want of ſelf-denial; which makes us 
fear men would prejudice us in our reputation, eſtate, 


or caſe, if we ſimply followed the word of Gd. 

3. Falſe humility, which is ſwayed more by the 
authority of men, than by the word of God, and 
prompts us to refer all things to the judgment of 


others, as underſtanding them better than ourſelves. 


4. An eager deſire of viſible ſucceſs in all our un- 
dertakings; whereas we ought to reſt ſatisfied with an 
inward victory, that is, with having kept « good con- 
ſcience toward God, 

5. Want of experience in the ways of God, &hich 


makes us heſitate in difficult caſes, and. indiſpoſes the 


foul to rely upon God, fearing leſt he ſhould let us fall 


or miſcarry in them, or that it would be preſumption 


and tempting , of God, to. caſt ourſelves wholly upon 
him. This proceeds from our not having fufficiently 
learned. ; how dear they are to God that entirely truſt 


in him and what powerful aſliſtance he affords teac 
n 


his own Work i in them. 
6. Neglect 


* 


8. NicopEMous; 0, 


6. Neglect of prayer, which not only prevents our 
obtaining a full conqueſt over the fear of man, but 


likewiſe drives us Wee farther into the Rream of 


he external: cauſes are chiefly theſe x 


1. Thy tyranny of men in power, Who under pre- 


tence of preſerving the public peace, fetter the con- 
ſciences both of teachers and hearers.. , 
2. The forwardneſs of our Univerſities in dubbing 


of Heretics : For they no ſooner perceive any breakings- 


forth of true Chriltianity, but they are ſure, out of 


their great zeal, to calt *. ſlur pon it, by giving dt an 


ill name. 
" + The cxanples and ſpecious reaſonings of. thoſe; 
who are bound dewn by the fear of man, 


4. Wife and children, that by their importunate 


Way of arguing, and unbelieving tattle and mon 
weary out and overcome many. | 


5,. Phe eſteem we have already gained i in the world, ; 


| Thoſe eſpecially who are in any. eminent poſt, and 
find it hard to give up their darling. reputation, and 
ſuffer reproach with the people of God, 


6. Too great intimacy with the children of this 
_ world; particularly, with great and honourable men: 
who, under pretence of hearty love and kindneſs, are 


always cautioning us not to venture too far, 


Laſtly, the neglett of frequent: converſation. with. 


| true believers, who walk i in the power. of. faith, 2 75 


8 H: A P. 1155 
Of the Sigus ade Effects os: the Fear of Man. 


A 


truth; and though it be laid before him with 


the- 3 evidence, yet he ſtarts many doubts and 


ſeruples about i, leſt.if he ſhould. confeſs it too 

roundly, he ſhould. be * c perjecuterh or eie 
a. Heretic, , 

„ 4. He is never fo buſy i in. "Qartin bjeRtions, as in 

caſes that moſt. tend to the glory of . 


3, When he is convinced of the 1 5 0 15 will not 


7 


confeſs i it t before men: Or if he dor it is only Rong 


Fearful wan is not cafily convinced of the 


77 FF 
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Tax FEAR or MAN, 9 
the lovers of truth. But before the enemies theresf 


he conceals or denies it, or talks fo dubiouſly about it, 
as to leave them theareaia whether he believes it or 


no; at leait he takes care ſo to order his words, as to 


be able td give them always a handſome turn, and fo 
to come off without trouble, If he lives in a place 
where truth is profelſed, he owns it open mouthed: 

but if he comes to another place, he finds many dif— 


ficulties in the point, fo that he reſolves to halt * 


tween both, and leave it undetermined. 0 
4. When he finds he cannot avoid owning the truth, 


yet tie takes care ſo to limit and pinch it, that it wen 
appear tolerable even to the enemies of RY 


5. A fearful man will at laſt break out into: an 
avowed confeflion of truth: but it is when he finds 
himſelf well backed with human authority; that is, 


hen a perſon of unſpotted reputation, and great 
learning, bath aſſerted the ſame before him. Accord- 


ingly he is more careful to arm himſelf with a fine 


train of human teſtimonies, than with the word of 
God itlelf; and thinks he has a right ſo to do, becauſe 


he ſees· the cheerſul confeſſors of truth have ſometimes 
itopped the mouths of their ſhameleſs adverſaries with 


ſuch arguments. 


6. When ſome Dry work is to be does, be db 


not undertake it with' a fimpte reliance on the living 


God: But When he finds good patrons on his fide; he 


at laſt ſets about it. Yet when he ſees the ſtorm ariſe, 


and the waves beat, he gives e and ſo 105 all he 
had gained. 

He always 850 ſomething to Manns: in the hes: 
vious of faithful labourers, Sometimes he fears, 
te they go too far.“ Sometimes, finding noting to tax 
in the thing itſelf, he blames the manner of doing it. 


When he finds nothing elſe to cavil at, he cries, the 


work is not well timed: thus he always ſees tome 
fault; ee indeed there is none but his own wang 


of faith. 


8. He is very apt to beliove any Falſe reports agninſt 


the faithful children of God; and becauſe his own 


heart fails, he is very forward in warning them to take 
heed to themſelves; thus by his prudence damping 
and ſtifling the cheerfulneſs of their faith. 

9. He does not love that a Miniſter ſhould make too 


Plain and particular an application of his rene to 
ew 


e 1 


10 'NICODEMUS: Os, 
 thew too great earneſtneſs in his kunction or Fae 2F 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, 


10. A fearful man ĩs eaſily mavedito envy 3 eſpecially 
when he ſees thoſe that are young acting cheerfully in 


faith; and cries, „That is none of his buſineſs, but 
muſt be left to thofe of more ere eh and exe 


perience.““ 

At, e either himfelf expoſes as preſumptuous, 
ſtubborn, felf-conceited,. proud and phariſaical, thoſe 
who, with a free and child-like ſpirit, break through 


all oppoſition :. or at leaſt, ſits on the bench when they 
are thus condemned, FRED conlents to the RT ſen⸗ 


tence pronounced againſt them. 


v2, A fearful. Miniſter reproves common people 
boldly ; but when he is to ſpeak. to great. and: honoura» 


ble perſons, his mouth is gagged. 


13. The pulpit is the fearful Preacher's ſtrong hold: 

But when, he is to ſpeak. faee to face, and to bear Wite 

neſs to the truth. by {aying,. Thou art the man,“ then 
he is very ſupple and complaiſant. 

14. When he hears profane, looſe, or fooliſh talk- | 

ing, he holds! his tongue, and when it comes from. 
great men, he graces it with a ſmile. | 

+5. Above, all things, a fearful man. cannot abide to 


de fingulan.. 


16. Sometimes he: deſires to: do ſomething. to the 
glory of God; but he ſoon confronts the thought with 
+ What will people ſay?” And then fairly drops it, 
17. He cautiouſly ſhuns frequent and familiar con- 
verſation with the members of Chriſt that are deſpiſed. 
dy the world. Or, if he be willing to converſe with 
them by night and in ſecret, yet he cares not to ap» 


pear with them in public. He rather appoints ſome 


certain place to meet chem, where it may not be taken 
notice of. | 


238. A bad, Procchey makes it his. dene in wats g 


public diſcourſes, to bring in ſomething againſt En- 
thuſiaſm 2 Fanaticiſm; and then he thinks he may 


venture to .ſpeak the truth: Which is true enough. 


For the world. takes it for granted, That he means it 


as they apprehend. it, that is, as. ſpoken againſt thoſe, 
on whom they falſely beſtow thoſe names. 


19. A fearful man rejoiceth for a time, while the 
light of truth ſhines upon him; but as ſoon as he is 
called to account for it, he is ſore afraid, makes many 


excules,. 


1 "Sg 


or pro- 


zectally 
ully 111 
ſs, but 
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tuous,, 
thoſe 
rough 
1 they 
ſt ſens ; 
cople 
Oura- 


hold: 
wit 
then 
talk. 
from. 


le to 


Zexcuſes, and by all manner of ſhifts and evaſions, en- 
deavours to extricate himſelf, and to get rid of the 
ſuſpicion of it. Ce 11 | 
4 & God is ſo merciful, that he does not doubt but he 
will himſelf reclaim him in due time.“ 


Tus FEAR or MAN. 1x 


20. Inſtead of reproving his neighbour, he ſays, 


21. When he is to preſs the inward truth of Chriſ- 

tianity, he ſays, „It is too high for them,” If he is to 
enforce any thing of outward behaviour, he accounts 
it a little thing, or elſe ſays, « We mult not begin at 
outward things,” i 


1 
e 


Of the Miſchiefs cauſed by the Fear of Man, 
1.1 ANY thouſands of ſouls are thereby kept 
"IM from a true converſion; Becauſe they dare 
not ſuffer the knowledge of the truth to ſhine upon 


them in its full ſtrength, but hold it impriſoned, as it 


were, by manifold ſhifts and pretences. 
2. Many who are already converted are hereby hin- 
dered from growth in holineſs: As they deprive 


rhemſelves of many opportunities (which they greatly 


need) to ſtrengthen and edify themſelves in God; for 
this fear makes them avoid the converſation of thoſe 
who are moſt able to build them up in the faith; and 
run into many other ſins againſt the dictates of their 
own conſcience. 9 VVV 
Again, as a free and ready confeſſion of the truth, 
highly advances a man in faith and love, ſo the deny- 
ing or hiding it, keeps him quite down, and hinders 
him from attaining the power of the Spirit. Many 
know not what the reaſon is, why they advance ſo 
fowly in ſpiritual growth. It is plainly this, the fear 
of man lurking within, cats out the vigour and activity 
of the life of grace. God, it is certain, does in- 
finitely abound in mercy, and would willingly every 
day pour out new bleſſings upon us. But a fearful 
man is not receptive of them, He doth not act in ſin- 
pleneſs of heart. He dares not truſt in God, and God 
therefore cannot fill him with the fulneſs of his graces. 
g. When Miniſters, in particular, are unable to 


\ overcomg the fear of man, they grow dejeRted and 


— pr err ont 1 . 9 
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heartleſs in the diſcharge of their function, and ſcarce 
know themſelves: what or how they ought to ſpeak. 
They become liſtleſs in all their performances: So that 
the moſt excellent gifts which God has beſtowed upon 
them, become altogether fruitleſs, and What good 
might have been done is either never attempted or 
left unfiniſhed. Indeed it cannot be expected that any 
one enſlaved to this fear, ſhould ever by his cold en- 
deavours, thoroughly reform any abuſe of long con- 
tinuance. The fear of man is always for maintaining. | 
old cuſtoms; and while every one is afraid of inno- 
vation, abuſes are authorized more and r more, and all | 
things proceed from bad ro worſe, _ 

And though there were two or more ſuch Miniſters 
in the fame place; they will perform nothing worthy 
of their calling: Nay, the one hindereth the other 
from the faithful diſcharge of his paſtoral duty, Yea, 
it would be better for many to have for their fellow- 
labourer, one that was openly wicked, who might 
perhaps, by his enormities, force the truth from them, 
than a timorous Nicodemus, who. by png, it him» 
5 ſelf, teaches them to ſhun the light, _ 

8 And fuch as the Miniſter is, ſuch are th the 
| hearers, If he therefore be afraid, how will his | 
hearers ever be excited to a true cheerfulneſs of faith ? 

And thoſe of them, who, by the grace of God, are 
| freed, from his baſe bondage, can never have any confi= 
dence in their Teacher, till he is diſengaged from that 
ſervile ſpirit, Many Miniſters wonder why the true 
children of God have fo little confidence in them 3 
Not conſidering this plain reaſon of it, that their flock 
never ſaw in them the leaſt proof of a good Shepherd, 
Who readily expoles himſelf to any 0 YER, 

&« lays down his life for his ſheep,” | 

Such ſervants as theſe, God will not fail in due time, 
to crown with ſucceſs, He will manifeſt his glory in 
them, and make bare his arm before them. But there 
is nothing of all this, where unbelief gaineth admit- 
tance, and where the honour due to God from and 
before all men, is not undauntedly rendered to him. 
For a fearful man truſts God no farther than his own 
poor reaſon carries him, When any thing croſles that, 
he preſently giveth way; and therefore, wanting the 
courage of a. lively faith, he can never behold the 
Glory. of God, BE 


4. When oy 


in the right, they woul 


_expoles him to the more pain. 


Tiz FEAR 6s MAN. 13 
4. When the well - wiſhers to religion ſee thoſe who 


know the truth, -or at leaſt ought to do fo, backward 


in owning it, they are not a little encouraged to Pay 
the hypocrite themſelves,” inſtead of freely IF, boldly 
avowing their Maſter. And it often happens, that by 


the fearfulneſs: of one eminent man, thouſands are 


infected with the ſpirit of hypocriſy and diſſimulation. 
. On the other hand, when the adverſaries of 
truth, ſee them that love it, ſhun the light, it ſtrengthens 
them in their bad cauſe concluding that if they were 
d have no need to fear, and as, 

if you refiſt-the devil, he will flee from you, ſo the 
reverſe is full as true. The more you fear, and give 


way to the devil and his inſtruments, 1 the more will 


they purſue and preſs upon you. 
6. In a word, The fear of man, is the al hive 
both of city and country, Our. ſuperiors would ap- 
oint good Miniſters and Magiſtrates; but they fear 


 diſplealing this or the other man, or ſet of men. They 
who ſhould ſpeak when a wicked Miniſter. is ordained, 
or Officer is recommended, hold their tongues through 


fear. In the Courts of Judicature, this fear prevents 


Juſtice, condemns the innocent, clears the guilty, be- 
reaves Widows and orphans of their right, and leaves 


the injured and oppreſt without remedy. And what 


does it profit a man who * nimſelf a flave.to this ſear, 


that he is ſenſible of the general corruption? It only 
Being unwilling to 
break either with the world or God, he is looked upon 


as an unfaithful Steward by both; and he endures far 


more trouble and anxiety, than che breaking through 


with a ready preſence of faith would have coſt him, 


He finds no joyful, filial alarance in prayer. The 
word of God has no reliſh with him. 
tains to the true communion of Saints, and when he 


Ilie never at- 


ſhould comfort. and ſtrengthen others by exhorting 
them, in the. power of God, he rather. drives them to 


ear, and quenches the Holy Spirit in them. Thus he 


goes on; without any ſpiritual e ience, contenti 
himſelf with the bare letter n of Chrif⸗ 


tianity, and a few 1ounding words, but being in the 


mean time void of foul and. life, of gde power. 


Aud ſo falling at laſt into a tate, of carnal legurity,. he 
carries others alſo along with him; often tothe utter 


denying the truth, and precipitating himſelf into final 
deſtruction. 
B CH A P. 
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Of the Excuſes that are 5 made & the F ear 


of Man.“ | 


: A toon as we e begin with true Fan to ac- 


knowledge the fear of man, as a great and moſt 


heinous evil, and aceordingly to Watch and pray, and 


ſtrive againſt it, there 1s hope we may overcome, But 


there are very few that willacknowledge it; the very 
moſt when charged therewith, labour to hide it with 


various excuſes ; ſome of which are ſo ſpecious, that 


they blind the eyes of many, ſo that they approve lr 
conduct, and praiſe their ayings. 0 

17 Should I act thus, I ſhould: ſoon. 'be called to 
an account for it.“ Well; but ſhould this hinder a 
faithful ſervant from executing His maſter's orders 
with all ſincerity? © But I ſhall be put to charges 
and trouble, nay perhaps be turned out of my liveli- 
| hood,” Perhaps not; God is well able to protect 
thee. But if trouble do overtake thee, ſtill have faith 
in God, and thou ſhalt not be a looſer for his fake, 
_ God is a faithful Lord and Maſter, Be it only thy 
care to be a faithful ſervant. Whatever thou looſeſt 
in His cauſe, he will reſtore it to thee an hundred fold, 


Happy art thou when thou ſuffereſt for conſcience- 


fake, Though' man caſt thee off, God will take thee 

up. But if thou art unwilling to loſe thy place for 
the ſake of a good conſcience, it is plain thou ſerveſt 
thy belly and not God. 


2, „% But I have a wife and children to Mie care 


of. * Hear then what the Lord Taith unto thee," . He 
that loveth father or mother, ſon or daughter, more 


than me, is not worthy of me,” True it is, that he 


who provideth not for his own houſe, hath denied 


the faith, and is worſe than an Infidel,” But God's 


Honour muſt not ſuffer one jot under pretence of pro- 8 
3 ding for thy family, Thou mayeſt not, on that 
pretence g ge out of the way of the commandment, to 


the rig ht” hap or to the left. Thou muſt do theither 
leſs: gar more;*than if thou badit none: Only learn 
what that meanetb, „Seek ye the kingdom of God and 
His: bY oat fs, W 
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9. © But we muſt not pull down ſufferings upon 
our own heads, or wilfully run into them, Neither 
muſt thou be afraid of ſuffering : As long as this flinch - 
ing from the crofs is in thee, thy faith is not right. 
When. a-good thing cannot be done without ſuffering, 
thou art abſolutely bound to take it up. It is better 
to ſuffer all things, than to have an-evil conſcience: 
Troublc not thyſelf, but do thou heartily the will of 
God. He will not lay upon thee more than thou art 


able to bear. Thou repreſenteſt things to thyſelf” 


worſe than indeed they now are. Thou art afraid of 


men: but glorify the Lord God in thy heart, and they 
$ will de afraid of thee. 5 


4. Why, we do what we can.“ Thou canſt not 
do any thing of thyſelf; Chriſt alone doth all that 


is good in and by thee, But who can boaſt that he 
does as much as the Spirit of Chriſt enables him to do? 


He that weighs all things well, muſt needs acknow- 


ledge, he cannot anſwer to God, for the many things 


he hath omitted, which he might have overcome by 


the power of faith, and which will appear in judg- 
ment againſt him. At the beginning very little ap- 
| t go on boldly relying upon 
God, we ſhall-find ourſelves ſupported in doing greater 


pears poſſible ; but if we 


things, yea, able to do «all things through Chriſt 


ty | who -ſtrengtheneth us.“ 5 3 oe 

5. $1f:ſuch:;as are leading men, who ought to be 
foremoſt in good, undertakings; would but break the 
ice, We would readily follow them; but we do not 


care to be the firſt beginners, as if we were better 


than them.“ Do as a ſervant that carries the torch. 
before his maſter, and yet does not think himſelf bet- 
ter than his maſter. The kingdom of God did not 
come firſt to men of the firſt rank, or to them Who 


made ihe greateſt figure in the world. When thou art 


to receive thy reward, wilt thou refuſe to receive it, 
till thy ſuperior. be paid firſt? In the kingdom of 
God there muſt be no diſpute about precedency. Let 
not tberefore the unbelief of others: keep thee back in 
thy race; knowing this, that if thou art convinced of 
the truth, and yet acteſt not according to thy convic- 
tion, God will certainly puniſh thy, diſobedience, 


though thou ſhouldeſt appeal to Pope or Emperor, 


5. „ But J am no Miniſter, I have no buſineſs to 
take care of men's ſouls.” No! Art thou not a Chri- 
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bring his neighbour back into the right way; when-' 


not every Chriſtian one anointed with the Spirit of 
Chriſt? who conſequently is bound to tread in bis 
ſſtteps, by making his whole life one continued en- 
deavour to ſave all men from the wrath to come ? 
Thou mayeſt not indeed take upon thee to adminiſter 


there are two ſorts of it; one, that is from above, 
the other from beneath. The former of theſe is un- 
reproveable, and a moſt precious gift of the Moſt 
High. But that which is from beneath hath the ap- 
pearance indeed of wiſdeom, but is earthly, ſenſual, 
_ deviliſh, Where the fear of the Lord is not con- 
tinually before the eyes, there the foundation of it is 
already laid. Where faith is weak, there ſhe raiſes- 
herſelf; when love grows cold, then is ſhe ſtrong.” 
She informs us how to pleaſe God without diſpleafing- 


many evaſions, and cautions others (out of hearty 


light and darkneſs together; ſhe ſhifts and turns every 


16  NICODEMUS:. Os, 
tian (though not a Miniſter, ) and is it not the buſineſs, 
the bounden duty of every Chriſtian, to endeavour to- 


ever he fees him wandering in vice and deluſion? Is 


Wc 


the ſacraments, to caſt out of the Church, or rece ive 


the penitent into it again; theſe are the peculiar offices 
of thoſe who are ſo called of God as was Aaron: But 
thou muſt at the peril of thy falvation, follow the 


example of Chriſt as well as they. Thou, as well as 
they, muſt obſerve all the laws of God; eſpecially 


that of doing good unto all men. Spiritual good 


above all: Since it is not to Miniſters alone, but to 


all men that he hath laid, „ Thou ſhalt in any wiſe || 
rebuke thy neighbour, and not ſuffer ir upon iw 


7. However; we muſt-uſe prudence.“ True, but 
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the world; to follow Chriſt, and yet avoid the croſs. 
As long as the kingdom of God conſiſts in words only, 
ſhe can utter all ſhe has to ſay, But when it is to | 
be demonſtrated in power, then ſhe has recourſe to 


ood-will) not to venture too far. Then ſhe jumbles 
way to keep the croſs from her ſnoulders. She ſwims j 
with the ſtream, and cares not to converſe with thoſe $1 
who ſuffer reproach for' Chrilt's fake. She keeps 6n 


| indeed the appearance of godlineſs as long as poſſible, 
and yet holdeth her tongue when the children of God 


are condemned; nay, lometimes joins in pronouueing 
their ſentence. She does much evil that good may 
come of it, But who is able to deſcribe alt the faces 


do better: We may do more good by a; 


true power of faith. 
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of this horrible .monſter, whigh, ig come up out of the 
bottomleſs pit ? If. is trug we mul uſe prudence ;' but 
confider well which, fort of, prudence.thou; wilt uſe, 
Yea, fet thyſelf , befgre. this glaſs, that thou mayeſt 
know by which of theſe hou, haſt, {quared thy life 


and actions hitherto. „ FF 
8. But we, muſt ſtay a little; anoth 7 Gimp, may 

o more good by if e delay.” 

Were has God given, thee leave to delay till the next 
moment, what maybe. done at this? To let flip any 
opportunity, in order to reſerve thyſelf for ſome more 
favourable time ? St, Paul bids us redeem time, or 


(more exactly according to the Greek) buy up every 


opportunity, 1, e. lay hold of it, as ſoon as ever it offers. 


Reſerving thyſelf for A more convenient ſeaſon, pro- | 


ceeds purely from falſe prudence, This reſerve ac- 
cuſtoms thee to hypocriſy ; it continually ſtrengthens 


the {fear from which it lows, and will, hinder thee 
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9.“ To undertake a thing without being able to 
effect it, does more hurt than goga ; therefore it is 


better not to begin,” Thou doſt, well to compute the 


charge of building before thou beginneſt to build the 
tower. But whence wilt, thou procure. the charge ? 


From thy own ability? No; that can never reach it. 


Begin ihy work with Full-reliance upon God, and 
pas, thy ſupplics from Almighty, goodnels,and wil- 
dam, and by this means thou wilt be enabled to ac - 
compliſh at his coſt, the work ance begun. 


* 
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Or if God, for holy. reaſons, ſhould not proſper thy 


"I J 


_ endeavours, it will be a comfort to thee that thou haſt 


** 


— 


than if thou had diſtruſted God, and ſo ug ver ſet about 
it. Perhaps he trieth thee hereby, and though it has 
not ſucceeded now, it may at another time. Perhaps 


done thy part; and thy conſcience, will be more caly, 


. * very endeavours may ſlir up many to an imitation 
_ of thy zea ik .th 


hy zeal. But if thou, ſhouldit be diſappointed in 
all thy good purpoles, ſhouldſt thou conclude, that 
thy Work of love has been in vain? Examine thy- 
ſel, whether thy dere of ofen ſucceſs in. 1 things 
& not the effett of great pri- e lurking within . 3 
hou ſatisfied with the inward, vittory, à true Chriſtian 
can never be deprived of, which conkils in thy con- 
tinuing Ynwearjed in the patience of, hope. „ „„ 
- Pa þ eB 3J 8 19, © But 
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 fitable fervanty thoulalft thou therefor | 
in a napkin, and do tothing at alf? Thou Knoweſt 
not what thou canſt do, ot rather, what God can do 
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ſometimes hide our ze | 
neighbours, or otherwiſe diſſemble with them; This 
is all falſe prudence, this is directly contrary to the 
crofs of Chriſt,” It is but juſt that we ſhew love and 
meeknels toward all men; eſpecially when we de- 


them, Take heed to th 


10. „But we cannot do al =O” Thou unpro- 
re bury thy talent 


dy thee, If thou wilt but lay aſide the fear of man, 
and ſet out boldly in his ſtrength, God is able to do 


for and by thee exceeding abundantly, above all that 
this TIC Tk ET THIRTEEN Leela hoon 
11. However we ought to go fair and ſoftly to 


work, and do what good we can, confiderately and by 


degrees,” Ay, this is ſomething indeed. If we could 


but perſuade the devil to go fair and ſoftly too! But 

alas, he walketh about like a roaring lion, ſeeking 

whom he may devour,” ' What haſt thou then to do, 

but to © refilt him ſtedfaſt in the faith,” and to preſs 

on in the re of the Holy Ghoſt? The devil 
l 


laughs at all thy fair and ſoftly: Give him but time 


and he will not loſe a moment. And the blood of 
_ thoſe whom thy ſoftlineſs hath deſtroyed will God re- 


quire at thy hands. 


"12; „ But an edge too ſharp is eaſily turned,” If 


you would infer hence, that we ſhould not contend 
earneſtly for the faith, that it is not always good to be 


zcalouſly affected in a good thing: Or that we may 
: al, wink at the faults of our 


clare to them the overflowing kindneſs of God. But 


at the ſame time we muſt uſe all poſſible earneſtneſs, 
leſt our love be made a cloak for our wickedneſs. And 


whenever we do not, unbelicf and the fear of man 
are at the bottom of our hearts; however we labour 


by theſe ſpecious words to excuſe our being neither 


bot nor cold 


13. © But it is viſible what great diſorders ariſe 
when people are too, forward.” It is very poſſible 


that young and unexperienced Chriſtians, may at firſt 


make ſome falſe ſteps. And this mote in their eye, 
you preſently diſcern; wy. and perhaps triumph over 
yiel V 


the faults of beginners, with great, gentleneſs and 
compaſſionate love: And if we think ourſelves more 


knowing than they, to fet them right in the ſpirit of 


meekneſs, 
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meeknels. But God looks not on things with thy 


eyes. There is a vaſt difference between one that is 
Rill fpiritually dead, and one that has recovered life 
from God, though he is ſtill weak and encompaſt with 
infirmity. Thou who art fironger, draw not back be- 
caufe he is weak, Break thou thyſelf through thoſe 
impediments, which he could not, and ſhew others 
by thy example, how to ſerve God, with more purity 


and wiſdom, 


14. By too open a declaration, we may hinder. a 
great deal of good that otherwiſe might be done ; nay, 


j- overturn all: Whereas by a prudent concealing of 


ourſelves, we may do a great deal of ſervice,” This 
is nothing but another piece of falſe prudence ; for 


though it is true that an underſtanding man finds a 


time for filence as well as for ſpeaking, yet a true 
Chriftian ought to truſt in God, that he will ſo far 


dlefs the good he aims at, as that no other good un- 


dertaking will be hindered by it. If thou haſt not 


this ſtedfaſt confidence in God, the devil will be ſure. 


to delude thee at pleaſure ; always repreſenting ſuch 
phantoms, as will make thee let go what thou haſt in 
thy hand, to catch at a .. 

It is a matter of wonder that there are many, who, 
though they cannot name ſo much as one man whom 


| they have really converted to God, yet will not in any 


one particular vigorouſly break through oppoſition, 
« for fear of overturning all.” All! Why thou hadſt 
never yet built up any thing, which can be over- 
thrown, But if God hath done ſome good by thee 
already. then J doubt not but he will do more, There 


hall not any man be able to ſtand before thee all the 


days of thy life,” I will not fail thee nor forſake 
thee,” is his promiſe to thee, and all his ſervants. 
And with this promiſe every true ſervant of God, may 


bid defiance to the world. Remember, * to him that 


knoweth to do good, and doth it not, to him it is fin,” 
Let us both follow this rule with fingleneſs of heart, 
and reſign to God the care of what is to come. For no 
00d can ever be better advanced, than when one 
wedge drives another; and we daily grow more bold, 
in heartily promoting the cauſe of Chriſt, and the 
good of his church, EE EET 
ek Gas oh 13. But 
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153. But we muſt have a care of; getting an ul 
name; for then we ſhould. do no good at, all: this is 
the grand excuſe for, the fear of man, and it i is at the 
bottom of almoſt, all- the reſt. This is. what the men 
of prudence never, ſail to urge in their defence; and 
in this they ſuppoſe themſelves. impregnable. « If L 
get an ill name, I can do no good. Haſt thou learnt 
this in the word of God? Hath Chriſt taught thee 
this? Saith he not, © Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall 
hate you, and when they mall ſeparate you from their 
company; yea, when they ſhall reproach you, and . 
caſt out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's 
ſake,” * Behold your reward is great in heaven; for 
in like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.“ 
« Wo unto you when all men ſhall ſpeak well of vou; 
for ſo did their fathers to the falſe prophets.“ To 
perſuade men therefore that the reproach of Chriſt 1 
an hindrance to the .courſe of the goſpel, is a true 
fetch of the devil's, by which he endeavours io make 
void the croſs of Chriſt,: whereas, on the contrary, 
every one of us muſt . molt certainly believe that he 
can do nothing at all to the purpoſe, ſo long, as he re- 
fuſes to wear the badge of Chriſt. 
Mes; (thou thinkeſt in thy heart,) by my being! re- 
ſerved, and not expoſing mylelf, fome may be won.“ 
Thou wilt only make hypocrites like thyſelf; men 
that are vainly puffed; up by a little, knowledge, and 
yet aſhamed. of Chriſt and his word, and unwilling to 
ſuffer any perſecution for the crols of Ohriſt. But 
if once thou canſt reſol ve, with: -unſhaken preſence of. 
mind, to break looſe from the bondage of fearfulnels, 
and thus to evidence thy faith, by. taking on thee the 
reproach of Chriſt, then 5+ Others waxing confident 
dy thy ſufferings, will be more emboldened to ſpeak 
Without fear.“ „ ooo yas rang 4407 Hum bas 
_ But we muſt not. expoſe ourſelves ;. We mult not 
er our ſelves to be, made fools of by others. We 
mult not, 1 grant, do any thing which is fooliſh, i, e; 
contrary to, God's word. But it is the devil's. lug 
geſtion, chat we ſhould. expoſe ourſchves, by direcing 
our actions preciſely according to its. . Here it;as, 1 
St. Paul's caution will do us, ren ſerxice. % Let no 
man deceive himſelf. If any man among you ſeemeth 
to he;wiſe in this world, let him become a fool that h 
may be ind Is it not a ſhame, when the Lord of 
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not fail thee an hair's breadth, 
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glory was taken for a madman, and one poſſeſt by 
the devil, for thee to be highly eſteemed of the world ? 
By this thou giveſt evidence againſt thyſelf, that thou 
doſt not belong to Chriſt, that thou knoweſt not the 
dignity of his croſs; and how then wilt thou be able 


to rejoice with him? It neither can nor muſt be 
otherwiſe, Thou muſt be looked upon as a fool in the 
world, if thou wilt be a diſciple of Chriſt, It will 
High and low, teachers 
and hearers, muſt all alike be cenſured by the world, 
when once they earneſtly turn themſelves to God, 
For as ſoon as they ceaſe to be conformed to the faſhion= 


7 s 


able way of the world, the world is immediately 


offended, and begins to ſcoff and rail, charging them 


With fanaticiſm, ſingularity, pharaſaical hypocriſy, and 


what not? Loading them with a thouſand lies and 


_calumnies, And he that is afraid of this reproach 
from the world, muſt continue an hypocrite as long 
156. „ Yet though we muſt not be conformed to the 
world, we muſt become all things to all men, as St, 
Paul teſtifies himſelf he did, that by all the means he 
might gain ſome. St. Paul gave ſufficient proof of 
his being an undaunted work man, to whom God had 


ven. not the ſpirit of fear, but the Spirit of power 5 
But what haſt thou to ſhew for thyſelf 7 Worldly- 


minded men can become all to all too; but from 


another principle, by other means, and for quite 
another end, Canſt thou expreſs the bold alacrity 
of St, Paul, who was not afraid to withſtand St. 


Peter himſelf to the face, when the fear of man had 


made him play the hypocrite, ſo that others 4 alſo 
were carried away by his diſſimulation?“ It is cer- 
tainly a great piece of wiſdom, ſo to become weak 


with the weak, as not to loſe any thing of our own 


ſtrength; ſo to become all to all, as to ſtand free from 
all manner of hypocriſy, Examine then thyſelf, whe- 
ther the ſerpent, with his prudence, hath not per- 
verted thy mind from the ſimplicity of Chriſt, Theie 
is no cloak that more plauſibly covers the fear of man 


|  than' this; therefore look to it, that above all things 


thou diſpatch this enemy. | $81: 

Neither excuſe thy conforming to the world in rich 

clothes, banquets, dancing, plays, and the like, by 

ſaying, © I take no delight in thele trifles ; but n ſub- 
| it 
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mit to them, that I may have the more power over 
them that do.” This is one of the fruits of our 


modern religion, raiſed on maxims of ſtate-poliey; 


but if we bring it to the teſt, it is altogether incon- 


fiſtent with „ the truth as it is in Jeſus,” „But you 
are for taking away the abuſe of theſe things, and let- 
ting the uſe remain.” The true children of God, 
who are crucified to the world, cannot find the leaſt 
true uſe in them. When they would avoid or pre- 
vent any evil, or do any good, either to their own 


ſouls, or their neighbour, they have n6 need of the 


devil's rattles, but fly to their God, and commit their 
whole cauſe to his direction“ Fhey reſt themfelves, 
while they uſe only ſuch meafares' as he direfts, in 
full confidence that he will do what is beſt: And 
they enjoy even the neceſſary refreſhments of their 


dodies for no other end, but to ſpend the ſtrength 
ieceived thereby, in humble acknowledgment and 


child-like thankfulneſs, and to renew the vigour of 
their ſoul and body for the ſervice of t 


heir neighbours, 
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1:1 4. conſtant; and; earneſt endeavour to free our- 
ſelves. from the moſt dangerous deceitfulnefs of our 


3 
F} 


_ 6wn hearts. Nothing is, a more fatal hindrance of a 
man's ſalvation, than the falſe conceit that he is al- 


ready a Chriſtian, and fo has no more need of laying 
again the foundation of repentance, or of the firſt 
converhon to God, „ at. : | a 


There is no error which it is more difficult to re- 
move than this: eſpecially in a Miniſter; who hav- 
ing undertaken to thew others the way to heaven, 
preſuppoſes that he is himſelf, therein. And becauſe 
he fees but little difference between himſelf and his 
hearers, and knows nothing of a ſaving change of, 


heart, he by wholeſale takes them all for Chriſtians; 
and, like a blind phariſee, reproves nothing but out- 
ward vices, His own. inward part being not yet 


cleanſed, he cannot awaken, others out of their flum- 


ber, 


red 


Of the Means whereby we may be delivered from the 


2 4 13 OF: #76 - 943 SB. #-. en 1 ii 2 
H E firſt and moſt neceſſary of all means is, a; 


carnal ſecurity, . 


15 
N 
: 
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Li ber, and bring them over from their falſe imaginary 


faith, to a true, living one, working by love. And 


by means of theſe unconverted Preachers, deſtitute of 


all experimental knowledge of ſpiritual things, whole 
pariſhes, cities and countries are countenanced in their 
Now when God is pleaſed to ſend forth faithful 
witneſſes of his truth, to awaken men out of their 
{ $50} 08 flumber, then is the devil moſt buſy to ſecond 
this ſecurity with the fear of man; one fearing this, 
another that, ſo that both together choak the truth of 
God 1n the heart. The beſt advice that can be given 
to a man in this caſe is, that he thoroughly ſearch into 
his own condition, according to the tenor of the word 


of God, that he may not be deluded with vain hopes, 


By this means he may come to a full aſſurance of the 
ſtate of his ſoul, and feel the Spirit of God witnell- 
ing with his ſpirit, that he is a child of God: but till 
he will thus ſearch into the, bottom of his heart, he 
cannot be freed from his fear. Nor will he be able 
to make a right uſe of any means at all that may be 
offered him: For without the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which till then he cannot have, a man will 


never get ſo far as to eye God only in all his actions: 


And till he does this, it is impoſſible he ſhould diſ- 


charge his duty without the fear of man?: 
2. As the want of ſelf-denial is one of the chief 
cauſes of the fear of man, it will be abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, in order to the ſubduing it, to labour after a 
true ſelf-denying frame of ſpirit : for as long as we 
fear the loſs of our eaſe, or goods, or honour, or great- 
neſs in the world, ſo long we ſhall be loath, by a cloſe 
following the ſteps of our Lord. to incur the diſplea- 
ſure of men; till therefore, a man, „ renounceth im- 
felf he cannot be his diſcip!e.” But when once we ſeek 
no honour, but what cometh from God, nor any plea- 
ture, but that of doing his will, we ſhall find it eaſy 
to confeſs the truth, with undauntedneſs, both in 
word and deed. Go : nh 
et him then, who will come after Chriſt, deny 
himſelf. and take up his crofs dail;, and follow him. 
And be that begins to be a proficient in this, will find 
the fear of man vaniſhing of itſelf, For why do we 
fear men? For no other reaſon, but we are afraid 
of the croſs, And why do we fear the croſs? 8 
2 bEE | cauſe 
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24 N1CODEMUS ; On, 
cauſe we underſtand not the infinite godd that lies hid 
init, Becauſe we apprehend not, that fince the fall, 
5. i is really good, muſt ſpring up under the 
CLOUT - 5 - CES , | n | Lf 
g. And that we may never be weary of bearing it, 
or faint in our minds, we ſhould frequently and deeply 
meditate on the vanity, and even nothingnels of this 
world, this idle dream, this vaniſhing ſhadow; on 
the nothingneſs of man himſelf ; a worm, a vapour, 
a leaf driven by the wind; even in his beſt eſtate, 
„Walking in a vain ſhew, and diſquieting himſelf in 
vain;““ on the glorious Majeſty of the Almighty Crea- 


tor of heaven and earth, and the unſpeakable joys 


that are at his right hand for evermore; on the ſeveral 


degrees of that glory, which ſhall be proportioned to 


our ſeveral degrees of obedience; and in particular, 
on the mighty rewards annexed to the denial of our- 
ſelves, and cheerfully taking up our croſs, _ | 


3. The ſervants of Chriſt find this alſo a ſure means 
to conquer, when they are aſſaulted by the fear of 


man, to enter immediately into deep meditation on 
the bitter paſſion of our Lord. This is the antidote 


which St. Peter preſcribes, « Beloved, think it not 
ſtrange concerning the fiery trial, which is to try 


every one of you; but rejoice inaſmuch as ye are 
made partakers of the ſufferings of Chriſt,” Eph. iv. 


12.—And ſo St. Paul, « conſider him, that endured 
ſuch contradiction of finners againſt himſelf,” And 


again, . We always bear about in the body the dying 


of the Lord Jeſus, that the life of him alſo might be 


made manifeſt in our mortal body.“ | 5 
This is the true apoſtolic mind, which few appre- 
hend; but thoſe who do apprehend and obtain it, 


tread in the fame ſteps, and declare themſelves fer- 


vants of the living God in true cheerfulneſs of faith, 


They are not afraid of the terror of men, but ſanfify 


the Lord God in their hearts : having determined to 


know and regard nothing but Feſus Chrift, and kim 


c ruc iſied. SIT PACE. 

5. Add to this the conſideration of thoſe faithful 
companions of Chriſt, mentioned in the ſeriptures as 
well as other hiſtories. This was the way St. Paul 
took to encourage them that were weak in faith, in 
the eleventh chapter of his Epiſtle to the Hebrews': 


which being an excellent abſtract of the whole Old 


Teſtament, 
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| | "Teſtament, ought to be more eſpecially pondered by 


us, and applied for the ſupport of our faith, and in 
all outward temptations. The hiſtories likewiſe of 
the primitive, as well as later Martyrs, were they 
more attentively confidered, would contribute much 
toward our attaining a true boldneſs of faith, ſo neceſ- 
ſary for our chriſtian warfare, | 5 
But chiefly (I repeat it again) © Look ye unto Jeſus, 


the Author and Finiſher of our faith.” Conſider him, 


or (as the Greek word properly ſignifies) makes a com- 
pariſon, between what Chriſt hath ſuffered, and what 

ye ſuffer, Conſider what proportion there is between 
the two; for ſure it is, if you will be his followers, 
you mult be always determined and prepared * to reſiſt 


* 


even unto blood, ſtriving againſt ſin.“ 


This it was that ſo powerfully inſpired St. Paul, 


0 expoſe himſelf to all age eee, For 


the mark he always had in his eye was, © To know 
Chriſt, and the power of his reſurrection, and the 
fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being made conformable 


! unto his death.” And St, Peter, from the ſame ground, 
ſaith, „If when ye do well, and ſuffer for it, ye take 


it patiently, this 1s acceptable with God, For even 5 
hereunto were ye called; becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuſfered _ 


for us, leaving us an example, that we ſhould follow 
His ſteps.” Chriſt himſelf alſo gives us the ſame in- 


ſtruction: „Remember the word which 1 ſaid unto 


you, The ſervant is not greater than his Lord, If they 


perſecuted me, they will alſo perſecute you ;”” where- 


fore, if any man would in good earneſt be rid of the 
fear of man, let him eye continually the example and 
image of Chriſt; and know afluredly, he cannot be 


happier than when he cometh up to the neareſt con- 
formity with his ſuffering crucified Lord, If his love 
be fincere, it will kind.e in his heart an ardent deſire 
to be made like unto him; and this deſire will diſpel 
all the fear of man, becauſe it makes the croſs, which 
is ſo bitter to the fleſh, delightful to the ſpirit, ſo that 
it can no more hinder his drinking gladly © the cup 


which his Father hath given him.“ 


Nay, St. Paul aſſures us, that a man not only over- 
comes thereby, but that he is more than congueror; in- 
timating, that by this victory he gains an inconceiva— 
ble advantage over all the ſufferings that can befal him 
for the goſpel's ſake, 4 Who ſhall ſeparate us from 

er pi the 


9 NICODEMUS : On,; 

the love of God? Shall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or 
perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or the 
iword? Nay, in all theſe things we are more than con- 
querors.“ Nor does he ſtop here, but expreſſes the 
undaunted cheerfulneſs of his heart yet more empha- 


_ tically; I am perſuaded that neither life, nor death, 


nor angels, nor principalities, nor things preſent, nor 


things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of x. 


God.” —Let. us, dear brethren, in like manner, preſs 
on in ſpirit into the living and powerful fellowſhip 


of Jeſus Chriſt, ſo that we may © live no more, but 


he may live in us, and the life which we now live in 


the fleſh we may live by the faith of the Son of God, 


who loved. us, and gave himſelf for us.” Thus all 


fear will ſoon vaniſh out of our heart, and the joyful 
Spirit of Chriſt will fill up the room it had there, 

and make us grow in ſtrength, comfort and encourage 
us in all our combats, and afford us a continual train 
_ of: victories, oor ad Cong BIT Goin Hb Po an Tad 

6. Let us then apply ourſelves to God in earneſt 
prayer, that he would be pleaſed to vouchſafe us this 
Spirit, even “ the Spirit of power, and of love, and 


k 


* 
. 


of a ſound mind,” This is not of us, but the free 
gift of God, which gift he is moſt ready to impart 


to thoſe who heartily pray for it. Let us then aſk, 
that we may receive; and more eſpecially at ſuch 


times, when we are called to att any thing that re- 


| quires. ſome exertion of the power of faith; let us 
have a care to do nothing according to our own fancy, 


but in the firſt place, lay it open before God in prayer, 
and then ſet upon it, armed with the whole armour of 
God. : „ e By e rnc ns 
J. Now as Jeſus Chriſt is he that can moſt certainly 
deliver us from all fear of man, ſo none can teach us 


better than he himſelf by what means we muſt fight 
againſt it, And this he hath carefully done, eſpecially 


in the latter part .of his ſtate of humiliation, leaving 
his diſciples, in his farewel diſcourſe to them, (St. 


John 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, Chapters) a moſt effectual 


medicine againſt it. Now the chief point inſiſted on 
herein, is his promiſe of ſending the Holy Ghoſt to 
his diſciples, whom alſo he calls the Comforter, be- 
cauſe he drives away all fear of man out of W 
. 1 2 | filling | 


* : 


2 4 = E 28 7 $ wrong 8 
n r 3 en 
K , 2 
8 1 * 


{s, or 
or the 
con- 
es the 
npha- 
leath, 
„ nor 


other 
ve of 


preſs 
wihip 


.::but | 


ve in 
God, 
is all 
oyful 


he re, | b 
ur age | 1 


rneſt. 


s this 
and 


5 free 
npart 
b | alk, 
{ſuch 
It re- 
t Us 


ancy, 


ur of 


ainly 
ch us 
fight 


rlally 
wing {| 


* © 8 
ctual 
d on 
pt to 
E be- 
jeart, 


ing 


e 
71 
. 


: 


filling 


Taz FEAR or MAN. 27 
and overflowing the ſame (Which bare reaſon 
cannot do) with a ſtream of life and power. $45 24 

Therefore, let him that would be a follower of 
Chriſt in truth, read and conſider this with due 
application; and then with full aſſurance accept of, 
and rely upon, this his promiſe, and with filial free- 
dom and confidence pray to Chriſt to make it good 
unto him. And verily, if we do bear reproach for 
his name's ſake © the Spirit of glory and of God 
reſteth upon us.” And fince Chriſt himlelf is ſo near 
to them who ſuffer for his ſake, that thereby they be- 
come habitations of God, upon which the glory of 
God reſteth, yea, which are filled with the Spirit of 
glory and of God; ſhould we not, when tempted to 
fear man, be ſtrongly moved thereby, to reſiſt the 
temptation with all our might, and ſtedfaſtly believe 
that the power of God will be perfeRed in our weak- 
neſs? And what a comfort is it, that the Spirit him- 
ſelf „ helpeth our inſirmities? Yea, and maketh in- 
terceſſion for us with groans that cannot be uttered ?“ 
That is, moſt powerfully, and in a manner altogether 


inconceivable by human reaſon : He being our con- 
tinual advocate in heaven, and in the council of the 


Holy Trinity, bequeathed to us by Chriſt, as long as 
we continue orphans in this world, Nay, Chriſt him- 
ſelf, who is at the right hand of God, ever maketh 
interceſſion for us. O that we were thoroughly ſenſi- 
ble of the joy and readineſs lodged in the heart of 
God, to ſupport all thoſe who, ſeeking all their help 


from him alone, rely wholly on his paternal goodneſs! 
Hou eaſily then ſhould we get rid of the fear of man, 


and even bluſh for ſhame, that we had ever been 
diverted by it from any good undertaking ! 


38. But all theſe means will nothing avail, if we 


conſult in any thing with fleſh and blood, or with 
other fearful men. As ſoon as ever therefore we de- 


| fire to be made free, we mult either wholly forſake 


theſe perſons, and avoid all converlation with them; 
or at leaſt uſe it fo far as abſolute neceſſity requires, 
with the utmoſt caution and circumfpection. Many 
have undertaken a good thing in readineſs of faith, 
but while they did not ſet about it immediately, with- 
out conferring with fleſh and blood, but firit aſKed the 


| advice» of this and another friend, they gave over the 
EF deſign, and ſtifled the gift of God that was in them. 


Indeed 


28 NICODEMUS: On, : 
Indeed it is not to be expreſſed how many uſeful de 


ſigns are by this means hindered and laid aſide, Doubt- 


leſs we ought not to rely too much on our own pru” 


dence, or to flight the advice of experienced men; 
but we muſt beware too of the other extreme, of * be- 
ing toſſed about with every wind of doftrine.” For 
it is a good thing, that the heart be eſtabliſhed ; which 

ability is obtained by faith, but is ealily loſt again 


by the fearful talk of thoſe who have little faith. 


9. On the contrary, let us confer with the holy 


Apoſtles, and oblerve the unuſual earneſtneſs, where- 


with they labour to free every one that nameth the 


name of Chriſt, from the fear of man. Would 
vou know with what weapons they armed them- 
ſelves againſt it, „ as good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt? ”? 


Why, they “took unto them the whole armour of God, 


and ſo were able to withſtand in the evil day.” And 


—— 


for a farthing? Aud one of them ſhall not fall to 
the ground without your Father.” Nay, he direQs us 
to the very hairs of our head, ſaying, © But the very 


hairs of your head all are numbered.” Elfewhere, 


he takes the graſs of the field to witneſs againſt our ; 


little faith: And all this to expoſe our horrible un- 


belief, and to repreſent to us in a clear light, that a 
man by faith becomes the moſt glorious, and by un- 
belief the moſt baſe and miſerable of all creatures. 


11. Stand faſt therefore, as becomes thoſe to whom 


are made all thoſe glorious declarations; “ Ye are a 
choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, a holy nation, 
a peculiar people; which plainly alludes to Exodus 


xix, 4, where we find theſe emphatical exprethons 
of God— Ve bave ſeen what I did unto the Egyp- 
tians, and how 1 bare you on eagles wings, and 
brought you unto myſelf.— Now therefore, if ye will 


obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then 


78 


ide 


oubt ! 
pru- 
men » 
65 be- 
For 
;hich 
again 


holy 


here-_ 


the 
ould 
hem- 
ep? 
God, 

And 


ever. 
t and 


les; 


of to 


crea- 


fder 


rows. 


ſold 
l to 
2s us 
very 
here, 


t our 


© un- 
hat a 
un- 
* 


hom 


area 


tion, 
odus 
ons 
BY p* 
and 


will 


then 


7 


TRE FEAR or MAN. 29 


ye ſhall be:a peculiar treaſure unto me above all peo 

le. For all' the earth is mine: And ye ſhall, PS A; | 
4 of prieſts, and an holy nation,“ 

Now, not only Iſrael after the fleſh, but. all. 95 90 

eople of God, have a right to lay claim ta, and com- 
8 themſelves with all theſe his glorious promiſes. 
And to what purpoſe did he make them? Was it not 
to aſſure all his ſervants, that none, how powerful. 
ſoever, ſhall be able to hurt them, as long as they 
continued faithful to his covenant? Nor is it poſhble, 
for the whole world to hurt one that entirely relics on, 
his promiſes, For he who truſts in God, doth by this. 


faith ſo unite himſelf to the power of the living God, 


that thereby he becomes much ſtronger than the whole, 
world, whether viſible or invifible. 

This precious promiſe of God, concerning the royal 
prieſthood of his ſaints, was confirmed and ſealed by 
the death and blood of the Son of God.“ clus 

Chriſt the faithful witneſs, the firſt begotten, FI the 


dead, and the Prince of the Kings of the earth, hath 
"loved us, and waſhed us from our fins: in His own 
blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts unto. God. 


and his Father,” Let every Chriſtian then demonſtrate 


himſelf to be one of thele royal prielts, by break- 


ing through all difficulties, in a true cheerfulneſs of 
faith, which he 1s willing to give to all, without re- 
ſpett of perſons; by fighting manfully the battles of 
the Lord, and POR on for the price of his high. 
calling. 
Let every one that hath by i ben to re- 
nounce the devil and all his works, entirely dedicate 
himſelf to the ſervice of the Lord of Holls.: Let him 
deeply conſider, with how high and holy a majeſty, 
with how great a Monarch (who indeed is the only 
Potentate ) he hath entruſted his ſoul and body; and 
no more “ fear them which kill the body, but are not 
able to kill the ſoul.” Let him think with himſelf, 
how ſecure he is under the protection of ſo great a 
King. lle dwelleth in the ſecret of the Moſt High; 
he abideth in the ſhadow of the Almighty.” But let 
him alſo duly conſider, that he is not to fight this 
combat by his own ftrength ; but that the Captain of 


the Lord's IIoſts, delivering his own fword to him, 


will arm him with his own power, and lay unto him, 
as he did unto Joſhua, 5 I will never leu Por for- 
03 fake 
8 


| NICODEMUS: On, 5 
fake thee; Have not I commanded thee? Be ftrong, 
and of good courage; be not afraid; neither be thou 


- diſmayed; for the Lord thy God is with thee, whi- 


therſoever thou goeſt.“ | 
In fine, renew thyſelf daily in the ſpirit of thy 


mind, and draw life and nouriſhment from the word 


of God. Stir up thyſelf in prayer, and, ſtrengthen 


thyſelf with the company of other faithful Chriſtians; 
{ince „ where two or three are gathered together im 
his name, there is Chriſt in the midſt of them,” Thou © 


oughteſt to fiir up the gift of God, the child-like cheer- 


ful ſpirit always, and without intermiflion, even as a 
fire, by conſtant blowing, is kept up to a flame. Preſs 
toward higher degrees of faith, by pondering the 


promiſes of God, and continually exerciſing thy love 


to thy neighbour, with all fingleneſs of heart, to the 


uttermoſt of thy power, wherever God giveth thee 
opportunity, For nothing conduces more to the in- 
creaſe of faith, than a continual exerciſe of it. | 


And if a man knows himſelf to be naturally baſhful 


and fearful, let him with the greater earneſtneſs aſſault 


this enemy, and labour to keep a conſcience void of 


offence, leſt his natural fearfulneſs grow upon him. 


Let him have a care, in the beginning, not to make 


himſelf the ſlave of other men, eſpecially of them 
that are in high places, but behave himſelf always as 


a faithful ſervant of God, in all diſcretion and humi- 


lity. Or if he have at firſt fallen ſhort, let him the 


more now encourage. himſelf in God, to obey him 
_ henceforth rather than man; not ſuffering himſelf to 
de any more ſhaken, either by force or ſubtilty. He 
ought to lift up his head in the power of Chriſt, 
though under the hardeſt combat, and greateſt poverty 
of ſpirit: And to make the glory of God his whole 
and fole end, in all he does or leaves undone, Bleſſed 


is he that thus ſtandeth his ground in all combats and 

aſſaults ; he ſhall go from faith to faith, from ſtrength 

to ſtrength, and finally, overcome and inherit all 
things with Chriſt, | Gs ns 


wr 


of love, and of a ſound mind.“ 
Spirit works all this in man; and through him again 


to promote nothing but the 1 
wo of his neighbour, but enabling him allo, in all 


dence and wiſdom, 


Tus FEAR or MAN. | 8 . 
CH: a N W. 5 


Or Cunrsrian Dise RETION. 
1. A 5 fleſh and blood is commonly inclined either 
to exceed or fall ſhort in matters of duty, ſo 
it is eaſy, while we avoid the fear of man, to run into 


= preſumption, raſhneſs, inconſiderateneſs, Therefore 
it is neceflary that we be continually on our guard, 
that ſo our boldneſs may be ever tempered by wiſdom; - 
that wiſdom I mean which cometh from above, and is 
called by St. Luke, © The wiſdom of the juſt.” And 
fo St. Paul ſtiles it, the ſpirit of a ſound mind; « God 


hath not given us the ſpirit of fear; but of power, and 
For indeed, one 


in others: making him not only diſcharge his duty 
with undaunted courage, and giving him a pure deſire 
glory of God, and the 


his doings and ſufferings, to behave with divine pru- 
And „if any lack this wiſdom, 
let him aſk of God, and it ſhall be given him,” It 
ſhall be ſurely given him who continually keeps a 


watchful eye over his own ſpirit; who is ever hum- 
bling himſelf in the fight of God; and, like a helpleſs 


infant, praying to God for diſcretion and underſtand- 
taking the word of God for his conſtant 
Counſellor. | 8 | | 
2. Where this foundation is laid, we need not 
fear any hurt from the boldneſs of faith. And thongh 


perhaps, for want of experience, it may not always 


be exerted in due time and place, yet are we to take 
heed, as ſoon as we are ſenſible of it, not to be too 
much dejected for this imperfection; but to praifeGod, 
who therefore ſhews us our failings, that we may mend 
them, and who will himſelf | pfl. what is yet be- 
hind. And whenever we ob! ſuch failings in 


others, we ought to be particularly cautious how we 
judge them. 


For God will not judge according to 
ours, but according to his own mind; and (out of 
the mouths of babes and ſucklings he hath often per- 
ſected praiſe. “ hea . 
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3e  _NICODEMUS: On,, / 
one, who, from a long experience in the ways of the 
Lord, doth in the ſpirit of love, mind his brother of 
the failings which have 'overtaken him 1n any of his 


actions. By this he doth not ſtifle any good that is in 


him, but rather prunes the good tree from its ſuper- 


fluous, irregular ſhoots, taking care of and having an 
eye over it, that it may bring forth its fruit in due 


3. And that we may be aſſured of ſo doing, we 
muſt, before all things, conſider, that there is no true 


faith, without repentance, ſo neither can there be any 


true boldneſs of faith, unlefs a man exerciſe himſelf 


daily in it. For the undauntedneſs of faith, is no 
ſuch groundleſs raſhneſs, as is found in a wild ſoldier: 


But it is the fear of God, which having taken pol- 


ſeſſion of the heart, expels the fear of man; and 
where the ſpirit of man is truly humbled, and broken 
under the mighty hand of God, there the Spirit of 


_ God dwells and exerts itſelf fo gloriouſly, that there 
is no room for the fleſh to boaſt, . Let no man deceive 
himſelf. There is no true faith, without holineſs of 
heart and life Whatever is ſeparate from this, can- 
not laſt long, be the appearance of it ever ſo glorious, 


4. Again, the true boldneſs of faith is known, by 


its continually working by love, By faith a man is 
made a lord over all; but by love, a ſervant of all, 


By faith he is a king; but by love a ſpiritual prieſt, 
miniſtring, not lording, in Chriſt's ſanftuary, Now 
when a man doth not abide in love, but is ſwayed by 
anger, hatred, or the like, and perhaps breaking out 
in ſcoffing, railing or bitterneſs, he mult not pretend 


to boldneſs of faith: And though he may have had 
ſome degree of it before, it is now corrupted and loſt, 


Therefore in this caſe, a man ought firit to humble 
himlelf before God, and when he is ſincerely re- 


newed in the ſpirit of his mind, then to preſs on 


again in the work of faith, the patience of hope, and 


the labour of love. 1855 
5. To keep up this boldneſs, we muſt continue in 


rayer, and in child-hike communion with God: For 


y this, the mind is beſt guarded from vain excurſions, 
and inſpired with meekneſs towards all men. And 
whoever, by humble, fervent, and conſtant prayer, 
labours after a ſtricter union with God, will not only 

| 5 | be 


But hereby we do not in the leaſt reflect upon any 
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Tux FEAR or MAN. „ 93 
be fortified agaid(t all precipitancy and haſtineſs of 
ſpirit, but alſo againft temptmg God, of which men 


f his bol little faith are particularly careful to caution him. 
is in 565. Neither does his baldneſs of faith at all interfere 
per- with the obedience which inferiors of every kind owe 
gan FF to their reſpettive ſuperiors; only remembering, that 
due wee are never to pay any one ſo unlimited, blindfold 
= an obedience, as to prefer the authority of man before 
„Wwe the clear command of God. ED 
true Ihis caution is highly neceſſary; there being but too 
any many, who think they act entirely in faith, when in- 
nielf JF deed they are only following their own fancy, with- 
no out any warrant from the word of God. And this 
lier: Adiſtemper is the more dangerous, the leſs remedy can 
poſ- be applied to cure it. For thoſe that“ walk in the 
and light of the fire of their own kindling,” if they are 
ken | adviſed to true humility, diſcretion, and obedience, 
t of F are apt to ſuſpect that it proceeds from a deſign of 
here lording over their conſciences ; and that all the advice 
ewe given them, is no better than the fruit of unbelief 
s f and the fear of man. They think themſelves happy 
can- that they do not adhere to men; without"taking notice 
OUS, L | how deep they are enſlaved to themielves, But he is 
by truly wile, who humbles himſelf more and more, and 
1 18 ! is always ready to ſubmit to all men. For where hu- 
all, F mility is, the enemy finds no room for his moſt dan- 
eelt, | _ gerous temptations. | 1 
ow 4 7. Let us then continually join the exerciſe of daily 


repentance, the denial of ourſelves and of our own 
wills, of true humility, obedience, ſubmiſſion, prayer, 
of the meekneſs and patience of Chriſt, of hearty 
love for our brethren, and compaſſion for their fail» 
ings, and other virtues that flow from the wiſdom 
which cometh from above: let us, I ſay, join and 
knit all theſe together with the cheerful exerciſe of 
faith and truſt in God, Let us excite one another, 
with comfortable words, to caſt off all fear of man, 
Whereſoever God hath wrought a good will, let us 
take heed of damping it in aay of the leaſt members 
of Chriſt: But let us cheriſh it by the word of the 
goſpel; and by the rules of true chriſtian diſcretion, 
keep it within ſuch bounds, as may bring it to a fuller 
aud more ſubſtantial maturity, 48866 2 
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pot the Good which ariſeth from the Boldneſs of 
Faith, conquering the Fear of Men. 


Wil Ns N eleventh chapter to the Hebrews lays an 
1 11 ample foundation for reflect ions on the glorious 
effects of faith, and on that power of God which hath *Þ? 
Fi at all times ſo exerted itſelf in true believers: But 
| here it will be neceſſary to bid you take heed of mak- 
ing God changeable, by faying with the unbelieving 
world, “ This indeed has been done formerly, but 
now miracles are ceafed,” For by this falſe maxim, 
| ſuggeſted from the bottomleſs pit, the higheſt diſ- 
1 honour is thrown upon the living God, all his promiſes 
\ are made void, all the examples he hath ſet before our 
eyes axe abſolutely uſeleſs and impertinent; yea, and 
\ BEE all his calls and allurements to active faith, are ren- 
[ dered null and infignificant, And whereas, in truth, 
ö 


we have none to blame but ourſelves, for not treading 
in the ſame footſteps of faith, in which the ſaints 
of old walked and conſequently, for not ſeeing the 
glory of God as they did, we hereby caſt all the blame 
upon God, and the difference of times; whereas 
the difference, in reality, lies not in the times, but in 
the perſons, 5 i eee Sy; 
For though it cannot be ſaid, that every believer 
: now mult do the very ſame works that were done by 
Abraham or Moles, yet ought every one to follow the 


faith of theſe holy men, and to exert the ſame with 
1 full power and energy, in that ſtate and condition 
1 wherein God hath placed him, and in thoſe circum- 
3 ſtances that daily offer; and in fo doing he may be 
fully aſſured, that he (as well as they) thall ſee the 
glory of God, And with ſuch a heart and mind are 
the ſcriptures to be read, and the examples and glorious 
effects of faith to be conſidered ; that ſo we may re- 
ceive ſtrength and holy boldneſs, more nearly to unite 
ourſelves with God, and to enjoy his infinite love and 
= faithfulneſs in a more ample and abundant manner. 

* 2. Now becauſe faith, though it be ſo high and pre- 
cious a gift of God, is not commonly'eſteemed accords» 
ing to its dignity, it is the more needful to obſerve, 
what the Scripture throughout teacheth, that all _ 
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od which was ever wrought in the world by man, 


was done by faith, whereby men are {o united to God, 


that All things are poſſible to them, Wherefore it is 
highly neceſſary, with all plainneſs and earneſtneſs, to 
repreſent, not only to the world, but to the children 


of God too, that Faith is ſomething far more glorious - 


than Reaſon can Conceive or expreſs; for till a man 
is ſenſible of this, he is utterly unable to comprehend = 


what an ineſtimable treaſure it brings with it, But 


when once he comes to know that it is the ſubſtance, 
vT65a0y the ground and bottom of things hoped for, 


| whereon, as an immoveable foundation, all the incon- 


ceivable goods we hope for, do reſt, and an Ne,, 
or convincing evidence and teſtimony of the Spirit, 


which aſſures beyond all doubt of things not ſeen: I 


ſay, where faith 1s thus known and felt in a man's 


heart, then he ſees the advantage of that faith which 


overcometh all fear of man, and is of ſo large a com- 


| pals, as to contain all, and more than all we can aſk 


or think. GS. 1 „ 
For then he diſcovers, that it is faith which delivers 


a man from all evil of ſoul and body, and on the other 


hand, puts him in poſſeſſion of ſovereign bliſs, and fills 
him with the fulneſs of God: Yea, and that when» 
ever (either in the Old or New Teſtament) he would 
perform any thing great and glorious, he hath always 
employed thoſe whom faith had ſet free from the 
laviſh fear of man; a ſingle man, ſetting aſide the 
fear of fleſh and blood, and going forth in the name 
of the living God, hath: frequently ſaved a whole 
nation, And what was more remarkable in the Apol- 
tles, at their beginning to preach the Goſpel, than 
their great boldneſs, at which the High Prieſt, Scribes 
and Elders {tood amazed? And for this reaſon they 


are ſet before us as examples, teaching us, by the victory 


of their faith, to confeſs Chriſt before all men with- 
out fear, and bear his croſs, that we may partake of 
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